
Living a Righteous Life: 
THE LETTER OF JAMES 
 

Lesson One 
 
Should the letter written by James even be in the Bible? 

“Therefore St James’ epistle is really an epistle of straw, compared to these others, for it has nothing 
of the nature of the Gospel about it.” —Martin Luther 

“Though this epistle of St. James was rejected by the ancients, I praise it and consider it a good book, 
because it sets up no doctrines of men but vigorously promulgates the law of God.” —Martin Luther 

Luther’s concerns for the book of James hinged on three things: 

• It seemed to stand in opposition to the _________________ of _______________. 

• It rarely mentions the ______________ of _____________________. 

• The Roman Catholics used it to defend their false teaching of _____________________ by 

_______________ and ______________. 

Another quote from Martin Luther: 

“The reason why Luke and James put considerable emphasis upon works is to prevent men from 
laboring under the false delusion that faith is merely some vague sort of feeling, that floats about on 
the heart like froth on the beer.  This is absolutely wrong.” —Martin Luther 

What do you take away from what Luther has to say here? 

 

Perhaps we best begin to understand the purpose behind the letter written by James when we better 
understand the difference between “justification” and “sanctification.”   

• Justification – 

• Sanctification – 



Who is the author of this letter? 

• This particular _________________ is most likely the ________-_______________ of 

______________, rather than the ____________________ and _________________ of 

_____________. 

• See Matthew 13:55 and Galatians 1:18-19. 

To whom is the letter addressed? v.1 

 

What is significant about the description “scattered among the nations”? 

 

Right out of the gates, James writes something that challenges our modern way of thinking.  We try to 
avoid trying times instead of embracing them.  According to James, why can the believer have pure joy 
while undergoing hardships?  v.3-4,12 

 

What is the “wisdom” that Christians would ask for?  What is it not?   

 

Why can we ask for wisdom with such confidence?  Why wouldn’t we ask for more wisdom? 

 

What principle in regard to prayer does James teach us in v.6-8? 

 

Share a time when perhaps you struggled like the person described in these verses. 

 

Agree/Disagree: “God answers prayers based on the strength of one’s faith.” 

 

The person that doesn’t have much is often looked down upon by the world.  After all, they do not 
possess the things that the world pursues.  What allows those who have little or nothing yet to have a 
sense of pride?  How is this pride different from the sinful pride that comes to us so naturally? 



 

What happens to the person who possesses worldly wealth but lacks Christ? 

 

What is the “humble position” in which the rich can take pride? 

 

The style of writing used by James follows a Hebraic pattern—doubling back and picking up topics he 
had written about earlier—rather than using the linear style of writing we usually see in Paul and other 
New Testament writers.  How is this seen in verse 12? 

 

According to verse 12, why are people given the “crown of life”? 

 

Verses 13-15 clearly tell us that God is not the source of the temptations that we struggle against in life.  
What is the source? 

 

What Bible history lessons clearly show the sequence of verse 15? 

 

What is our best defense against the “death” that is eventually birthed from our “evil desires”? 

 

“You cannot keep ____________ from _____________  __________ your ___________. but you can  

keep them from ________________ a ______________ in your ________________.” —Martin Luther 

 

“Do not be deceived.”  Such a statement from James would indicate that somehow, they had been 
deceived.  They had given credence to a lie or half-truth.  What trap had they fallen into? 

 

Does James have a particular gift or gifts in mind, or is he speaking in generalities when he talks about 
“every good and perfect gift”? 

 

Is there any significance to the fact that the Father does not “change like shifting shadows”?  Explain. 



 

“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry” is  

 A divine command 
 A wise proverb 
 Common sense 
 Sanctified advise 
 Other____________________________________ 

The NIV translation of verse 21 has the potential to be misleading.  They chose to use the word “accept” 
rather than the simple translation “receive.”  How are the words similar?  Different?  How does it affect 
the meaning of the verse? 

 

How would you characterize the certainly of this statement: “The word can save you”? 

 

Jesus would say in Luke 11:28, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.”  What 
are both Jesus and James pointing to when they talk about doing what it says?  

 

How is it that we deceive ourselves if we “merely listen to the word” and do not “do what it says”? 

 

What James writes in v.25 might seem to contradict what the rest of the New Testament tends to say 
about the Law.  James here calls it “the perfect law that gives freedom.”  What do we usually say about 
the purpose of God’s Law?  How is James most likely using the term “law” in this context? 

 

In the last two verses of the chapter, James gives to us a short list of ways that the Christian goes about 
living a righteous life.  He will come back to these ideas in later chapters.  What three ways does the 
believer live out his/her sanctified life?   

 

The terms “religion” and “religious” have been cast into a negative light in today’s world.  How do these 
verse point to the very reason for these words losing their luster? 

 

What can we boast about? 


